Sociology Research Project

Roles, Relationships, and Groups

Directions: You are going to play the role of a sociologist again.  This time you will spend more time on observation and analysis.  You will complete the following tasks and will report on each.  This is a formal report so it should be completed in final draft format and be written using formal language.  You must use MLA format.  I am expecting both quality and quantity.  Please remember that as a sociologist, you should report on what you see with as little bias as possible.  Your conclusions should be based on actual facts that you observe.  

You must keep a log and/or take formal notes with dates, times, and observations.  You will attach these to your paper when you turn it in.  Below you will find the questions that should be covered in your paper.

Section #1: Describe in detail where and when you observed the groups.  What groups did you identify? The typical number of groups found in the past was 5-6.   Was each group observable in all of the situations or did you find only certain ones in certain places? Explain.

Section #2: Describe the issues that seem to be important in determining status in our school.  How does a person get placed into a particular status? Who determines which group a person is placed? Is there a hierarchy among the groups? Explain all of these with supporting details for why or why not.

Section #3: Give a detailed explanation of each group.  What characteristics do the members of the defined groups share (e.g. clothing, music, money)? What would a person “see” or “hear” if he/she came into contact with these groups?  Are there rules that members of each particular group have to follow? Give examples.  Do the groups reflect characteristics of other groups that you labeled?

Section #4: Provide examples of role conflict and role strain.  Are there students that can be identified as belonging to more than one group? Is there a dominant group? What happens when belonging to one group conflicts with belonging to another group?
Section #5: Which group/groups do you belong? Why is this? How are you seen by other people in the school? Have you always been a member of this group? Why or why not? When do you remember being placed into a particular group?
